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The 50 Days of  Easter 
 

For most people, Easter is only one weekend in the year that begins 
with Good Friday and ends with Resurrection Sunday; or for more 
secular people, it is a long weekend to enjoy to the fullest - since many 
countries Good Friday and Easter Monday are public holidays. 
Unfortunately, what many do not understand (even some Catholics) is 
that Easter is not just one day or one weekend, it is a whole season. In 
fact, Eastertide or Paschal time as it is also known lasts a full 50 days, 
from Resurrection Sunday till the Pentecost. This makes it the longest 
liturgical season in the liturgical year, longer than both Christmas or 
lent.  
 

Why is this not common knowledge? 
Part of the reason is that Easter does not have the same commercial appeal that Christmas has for example. 
However, it is also important to understand that Eastertide is not an open invitation to party on for 50 days 
straight (so if you were thinking of eating Easter eggs every day you can put those thoughts to rest). Instead, 
we should consider the Easter season as an invitation to explore more deeply, and celebrate our relationship 
with God, and his presence in the world. To reflect on what was a crucial period of time for the early days of 
the church, which defined early Christianity’s existence. 
 

The Tradition behind Eastertide 
In Christianity, the 50 days which pass between Easter Sunday and the Pentecost are symbolic of the days that 
passed between Christ’s resurrection and the Pentecost, which if you were not aware of commemorates the 
day of the coming of the Holy Spirit on the early followers of Christ. This moment was instrumental in 
cementing Christianity’s place in history. It should also be noted that the Easter season corresponds to pre-
existing Jewish feasts: The first day of Pesach and the holiday of Shavu’ot. In the Jewish tradition, the 49 days 
between these holidays are known as the Counting of the Omer. 
 

What can I do to connect more closely with God during this time? 
Attending church throughout this time is important. One way the Church welcomes this period, and reflects 
more deeply on it is through reading the Acts of the Apostles at Masses all through Eastertide. These readings 
of course tell the story of the church’s earliest days, and the struggles and strife as it persevered in spreading 
the faith throughout the ancient world. We celebrate the stories of heroism, contention, miracles and 
persecution as a testament to the presence of a Risen Christ in the world, and the actions of the Holy Spirit, 
operating through the lives of his disciples. 
 



Parish Finances 
St Mary’s  
Offertory Collection:  £       1,256.00 
Standing Orders:   £          253.50 
 

St Isidore’s 
Offertory Collection:  £           62.00 
Standing Orders:   £           40.00 

Thank you for your continued generosity to our parish.  
 

 

St Marys Mission RCDM 80-17-02 00265809 
  

Parish of St Isidore’s            83-16-11     00235026 

St Mary’s Sound System 
 

We have now received the report from The Music 
Centre in Hamilton for the works required on the 
sound system in the church. The system requires 
quite an extensive overhaul; new speakers, 
microphones, sound equaliser, and sound deck, but 
to name a few of the items needing upgraded or 
replaced. The work required will cost £4826.80, 
however, it is important that we have good sound 
quality in our beautiful church. Work will begin on 
Tuesday and should take two days to complete. This 
means that for two days we will have no sound 
system in the church on or livestream.  

Quiz Night 
 

St Mary's Social Committee would like to thank 
everyone who supported the Quiz Night. The night 
was a great success, filled with fun and laughter 
raising £366, which will help towards funding St 
Mary’s annual BBQ on Sunday 21st August. Thank 
you for your continued support and generosity. 

SCIAF Marathon 
 

Mark Daly, a parishioner of St Mary’s, is running 
the Edinburgh Marathon, on Sunday 29th May, 
2022, in aid of SCIAF. If you would like to sponsor 
Mark, you can donate through his fundraising page 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mark-daly2207?
utm_source=sms&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_conten
t=mark-daly2207&utm_campaign=pfp-
sms&utm_term=65e509225b614498b65e8633944d5ca0  

Clydesdale Foodbank 
 

This weekend will be our Monthly Foodbank 
Collection to help support Clydesdale Foodbank. 
Bags of shopping can be handed to any pass-
keeper, or left in the sacristy. Monetary donations 
can be placed in the basket with your weekly 
offering. Thank you for your continued generosity 
in supporting the Foodbank. 

Can You Help? 
 

It is wonderful to see so many young people attend 
Sunday Evening Mass. The numbers are really 
holding up well! With this in mind it would be good 
to form a music ministry to lead the singing. If you 
would be interested in starting the hymns at Mass, 
or if you play a musical instrument and would like 
to accompany the hymns, please speak to  
Fr John-Paul. 

St Mary’s Piety Stall 
 

The Piety Stall stocks a variety of prayer cards, Mass 
cards and other religious artifacts, if however, we do 
not have what you are looking for, please speak to 
the stall assistant and we will endeavour to order 
your required purchase from our suppliers.  

Synod 
 

Once again, many thanks to Frances and Gillian,  our Synod Coordinators, and for all who assisted them. The 
feedback from the parishes was very positive and it was great to see so many people getting involved. Our 
parish report has now been submitted to the diocese, and in turn the diocese has now submitted their report to 
the Bishops’ Conference. Both reports can be viewed on our Facebook page or St Mary’s website. The reports 
are quite lengthy, but worth a read. If you require a printed copy please contact St Mary’s Office.   

St Mary’s 300 Club Payments 
 

A special thank you to all those who support the 300 
Club so faithfully! Just a reminder that monies can be 
placed in the offertory basket, along with your 
offertory collection, clearly marked with your name 
and 300 Club. Monies can also be handed into the 
sacristy or chapel house or paid standing order  

St Marys 300 Club   83-24-12     00659433 

Coffee Morning 
 

Next Sunday we will have our monthly Coffee 
Moring after the 10.30am Mass in St Mary’s. We are 
also delighted to announce that tea/coffee and home 
baking will be available after 12noon Mass in St 
Isidore’s.  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mark-daly2207?utm_source=sms&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=mark-daly2207&utm_campaign=pfp-sms&utm_term=65e509225b614498b65e8633944d5ca0
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mark-daly2207?utm_source=sms&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=mark-daly2207&utm_campaign=pfp-sms&utm_term=65e509225b614498b65e8633944d5ca0
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mark-daly2207?utm_source=sms&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=mark-daly2207&utm_campaign=pfp-sms&utm_term=65e509225b614498b65e8633944d5ca0
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mark-daly2207?utm_source=sms&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=mark-daly2207&utm_campaign=pfp-sms&utm_term=65e509225b614498b65e8633944d5ca0


Please Pray For The Following: 
 

Recently Dead: Elizabeth Scott; Angela Bisset; Mary Foley; Geraldine Roche (Ireland). 
 

Months Minds & Anniversaries: Pat McGarrigle (Birthday Remembrance); Thomas McCallum; John Seeley; 
Jessie McKeown; Theresa O’Connor; Sarah McEwan; Anne Skeldon; Christopher Campbell; Jim Snow; Agnes 
Snow.  
 

Lord, in our grief we turn to you.  
Are you not the God of love who open your ears to all? 

Listen to our prayers for your servants,  
whom you have called out of this world:  

lead them to your kingdom of light and peace  
and count them among the saints in glory. 

✠ ✠ 

St Mary’s Ministry Rota 
 

Readers:            Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: 

28th/29th May   
5.00pm   R. McConnell 
10.30am J. Russell 
5.00pm M. Davis 
 
 
4th/5th June  
5.00pm   G. Abernethy  
10.30am R. Colpitts 
5.00pm S. Casserly 
 
 

11th/12th June 
5.00pm   E. Haetzman 
10.30am P. Roberts 
5.00pm M. Davis 
 
 
18th/19th June  
5.00pm   L. Moynagh  
10.30am E. McCabe 
5.00pm S. Casserly 
 
 

28th/29th May 
5.00pm    P. Freel 
        J. McEwan 
10.30am   G. Duddy 
        T. Mullen 
 
4th/5th June  
5.00pm    A. Dempsey 
        C. Scott 
10.30am   P. Cunningham 
        A. Cruickshank 
 

11th/12th June 
5.00pm    P. Freel 
        J. McEwan 
10.30am   J. McAlavey 
        M. Keenan 
 
18th/19th June 
5.00pm    M. Keenan 
        P. Stewart 
10.30am   J. Wilson  
        C. Duddy 

Liturgical Calendar 
 

Tuesday 31st May the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary - This feast celebrates the Virgin Mary's visit 
to her cousin Elizabeth, as told in the Gospel of Luke (1:39-56), and her example of faith in God's word and 
sensitivity to the Spirit. It was introduced into the Franciscan calendar by Saint Bonaventure in the thirteenth 
century and was extended in 1389 to the entire Latin Church to heal the divisions in the Western Church of 
the time.        
 

Wednesday 1st June St Justin, Martyr  - Born about 100 at Nablus (Palestine); died about 165 in Rome. 
After lengthy study of Greek philosophies, he acknowledged Christ as the source of all truth. A lay intellectual, 
Christian philosopher, and apologist. Noted for his reasoned defence of Christian belief and practice and for 
the ultimate witness given by his martyrdom.   
 

Thursday 2nd June Ss Marcellinus and Peter, Martyrs  - They died in 304, beheaded at Rome under the 
emperor Diocletian. Reputedly members of the Roman clergy, they are held in special honour in Rome itself, 
as evident in the basilica built over their tombs and their mention in Eucharistic Prayer I (The Roman Canon).    
 

Friday 3rd June St Charles Lwanga and Companions, Martyrs - They died on this day in 1886. Between 
1885 and 1887, these twenty-two martyrs were among many newly baptised Catholics and Anglicans who were 
killed for their faith and virtue in Uganda by a debauched and brutal ruler. They included judges, catechists, 
soldiers, and teenage pages under the leadership of Charles Lwanga, who was burned alive. Noted for the 
heroic calm of their fidelity to Christ. 



Weekly Parish Schedule 
 

Sunday 29th May St Mary’s opened from 9.45am until 6pm 
10.30am Holy Mass for the 7th Sunday of Easter (St Mary’s) 
12noon Holy Mass for the 7th Sunday of Easter (St Isidore’s) 
5.00pm Holy Mass for the 7th Sunday of Easter (St Mary’s) 
 

Monday 30th May 
9.10am Holy Rosary (St Mary’s) 
9.30am Holy Mass (St Mary’s) 
11.40am Holy Rosary (St Isidore’s) 
12noon Regina Caeli & Holy Mass (St Isidore's) 
 

Tuesday 31st May 
10.10am Holy Rosary (St Isidore’s) 
10.30am Holy Mass (St Isidore’s) 
11.30am Confessions until 11.55am (St Mary’s) 
11.40am Holy Rosary (St Mary’s) 
12noon Regina Caeli & Holy Mass (St Mary’s) 
 

Wednesday 1st June 
9.10am Holy Rosary (St Mary’s) 
9.30am Holy Mass (St Mary’s) 
 

Thursday 2nd June 
9.10am Holy Rosary (St Mary’s) 
9.30am Holy Mass (St Mary’s) 
10.00am Holy Mass St Catherine’s (Sisters Only) 
7.30pm Choir Rehearsal (St Mary’s Clubrooms) 
 

Friday 3rd June 
9.10am Holy Rosary (St Mary’s) 
9.30am Holy Mass (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 4th June St Mary’s opened from 9.45am until 6pm 
9.00am Confessions until 9.25am (St Mary’s) 
9.10am Holy Rosary (St Mary’s) 
9.30am Holy Mass (St Mary’s) 
4.30pm Confessions until 4.50pm (St Mary’s) 
5.00pm Holy Mass for Pentecost Sunday (St Mary’s) 
 

Sunday 5th June St Mary’s opened from 9.45am until 6pm 
10.30am Holy Mass for Pentecost Sunday (St Mary’s) 
11.15am Coffee Moring (St Mary’s Clubrooms) 
12noon Holy Mass for Pentecost Sunday (St Isidore’s) 
12.45pm Tea & Cakes (St Isidore’s) 
5.00pm Holy Mass for Pentecost Sunday (St Mary’s) 

 
 

Daily Mass & Rosary from St Mary’s are Livestreamed on the parish Facebook Page  
and broadcast on the parish YouTube Channel.  

St Mary’s Cemetery Lairs 
 

With the rise in funeral costs, some parishioners have made enquiry about buying a lair at St Mary’s Cemetery. 
As you may know, funeral costs continue to increase, and burial ground is becoming more expensive. At St 
Mary’s we are advised by SL Council on the pricing of lairs, and at present a new lair is £1,233.69. Last year a 
letter was sent to all the undertakers in the Town to allow St Mary’s Cemetery to be used by all people in the 
Town as a place of burial. The cemetery has many lairs left before we move to look at extending the cemetery. 
If you would like to purchase a lair in St Mary’s, at the current price, you can contact Fr John-Paul or email  

Kathleen at stmarycemetery@rcdom.org.uk  


