
Prayer for Vocations: 

Loving and generous God, we are your people, the work of your hands. Jesus calls us to 

heal the broken-hearted, to dry the tears of those who mourn, to give hope to those who 

despair, and to rejoice in your steadfast love. 

Grant to us faith-filled leaders who will embrace Christ’s Mission of love and justice. 

Bless the Church of the Diocese of Motherwell by raising up dedicated leaders from our 

families and friends who will serve your people as priests. 

Inspire us to know you better and open our hearts to hear your call. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

We pray for the Sick:  
 

We remember all of those who have died recently:  Andrew Muir; John McLeod; 

Thomas Starrs; Martha Smith; Christine Wilson; Anne McKechin; Sadie McFaul; Donal 

Noone; Karen Robertson. 
 

We pray for the  Anniversary of:  Fr Joseph Brannigan; Gerry McGarrigle; James & 

Jimmy Littlejohn; May Oliver; Joe McAllister; Peter Mulligan; Peter Donnelly; Grace Dyer. 
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Celebrating the Sacraments 

Baptism:  by arrangement with the Parish Priest.  In line with Diocesan policy, there is a  

preparation meeting for the celebration of this Sacrament. 

Marriage:  in line with Diocesan policy, a minimum of six months notice must be given, during 

which all couples will be expected to participate in Preparation Meetings for their celebration. 

Anointing of the Sick:  on request.  Anyone with a planned stay in hospital, should arrange to 

celebrate this Sacrament before going into hospital. 
 

St Mary’s Clubrooms: For bookings contact: clubrooms@outlook.com or call 01555 662234 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE MASS   

In Christ, man could experience God in a totally new way. That is the meaning of Epiphany, 

'Manifestation', God shining forth in the sight of human eyes. But, as St John's gospel Says, although 

light has come into the world we show in word and action that we prefer the dark. Let us 

remember how our lives could be more open to the Light of Christ. 

The Epiphany of the Lord (C)                                       6th January 2019 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading (Is. 60:1-6). The prophet promises that God will draw people from 

all over the world to pay homage to the Lord who dwells among his chosen. That 

same thought continues in the psalm. 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  All nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord. 
 

Second Reading (Eph. 3:2-3). Christ came to reach across the barriers and 

divisions of men, and Paul was his instrument in bringing the message to the 

pagans. 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! We saw his star as it rose and have 

come to do the Lord homage. Alleluia! 
 

Gospel (Mt. 2:1-12). Matthew tells this story to show that Christ is for all people, 

even for the pagan wise men who worship him as God. 

SERVICES FOR THE WEEK:    

Monday:  9.30am  Mass    

Tuesday:          9.30am  Mass   

Wednesday:  9.30am  Service  

Thursday:  9.30am Service  

Friday:  9.30am  Service   

Saturday:  9.30am  Service    

  

SUNDAY MASS TIMES: 

Saturday Vigil Mass :  5.00pm 

Sunday:            10.30am 

  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  Saturday: after 9.30am Mass; 

      4.30pm - 4.50pm; and on request.  



FAITH IN FOCUS:  

NOT OVER YET 

All that preparation for Christmas 

and only ten days later it seems 

so far away. Gone are the 

Christmas adverts for food, drink 

and presents and we’re all rushing 

to buy that last leather sofa on 

offer (hurry, sale must end next 

Monday!) or drooling at the 

adverts for our luxury cruise 

around the world, or maybe just 

the camping holiday… 

But the Church recognises 

Christmas as a season, not just a bank holiday. And we have two echoes of the Christmas event that 

keep it alive in our hearts and minds: Epiphany (today) and the Presentation of the Lord (in about a 

month’s time). 

The word epiphany is a most uncommon one. What it actually means is manifestation or showing. It 

recalls the day when the glory of God was made visible and accessible through the birth of the child 

Jesus. The wise men, coming from virtually the edges of the then-known world, represent the fact 

that the glory of God has been revealed to every corner of the globe: from the Great River to earth’s 

bounds, as today’s psalm tells us. 

Epiphany is about universalism. No one has a monopoly on God and Christ did not come for some 

sort of elite group but for every single human being of all time. The three wise men came to do 

homage to Jesus because they felt he was special to them and to their people. Even people who 

have no evident outward religious expression often indicate that the simple message of Christmas is 

one that still appeals to the human heart. In fact, St Leo the Great was fond of saying that there 

can be no strangers at Christmas because 

God has graced us all, saints and sinners, 

with the gift of his own Son. 

But like every liturgy, Epiphany does not 

leave us simply looking at the past. It coaxes 

us to change and renewal in our daily life of 

faith and to make a difference to the future. 

If we celebrate Epiphany as the making 

visible of God’s gift of true humanity in the 

person of his Son, then we are also agreeing 

to be “epiphanies” ourselves, to be thankful 

people who never cease praising God for his 

many gifts and who show God’s graceful 

presence in our world by the way we 

ourselves live. Christmas may have come and 

gone, but Epiphany reminds us that it’s not 

over yet. We’ve a lot of showing to do. 
 

 

Church Collections 

30.12.18 £1395  £750 to Diocese of Motherwell £645 left to the Parish 
   

300 Club Winner       No.  
 

Fr Jim Away 

On Wednesday I head off to Guernsey for another meeting of our insurance company, Catholic 

National Mutual, where I’m the Scottish representative on the Board of Directors. After the meeting 

I head to Spain for a much needed holiday! I return to Lanark on Friday 18th January. There will be 

no Gazette on the weekend of 12/13th January. The Spiritans (Holy Ghost Fathers) from Carfin will 

celebrate the weekend Masses. 
 

St Mary’s Primary School - registration of Children Starting School 

Children who will be age 5 between 1st March 2019 and the end of February 2020 should be 

registered for school.  

Registrations for St Mary’s Primary Lanark will be taken by appointment only on the dates listed 

below.  If you wish to register your child, please contact the School Office on 01555 663480 to 

arrange a suitable date. Appointments have been scheduled for the following dates: 

Monday 14th January 2019 – 9.30am – 11.40am. 

Tuesday 15th January 2019 – 9.30am – 2.20pm. 

Wednesday 16th January 2019 – 1.15pm – 2.20pm. 

Friday 18th January 2019 – 9.30am – 11.40am. 

Please bring the following documentation with you for enrolment: 

* Your child’s FULL Birth Certificate 

* 2 unrelated letters/ documents confirming your permanent home address.  e.g. Utility Bill, Council 

Tax Notice, Tenancy Agreement, Lawyer’s Letter, Child Benefit Award, Tax Credits Award, Driving 

Licence, Credit Card Statement etc. These are required to ensure you live within the School 

Catchment Area. Documentation should be less than 6 months old. Unfortunately we cannot accept 

mobile phone bills, catalogue bills or passports as proofs of address. 

* Baptismal Certificate (if available). 

Should you have any enquiries, please contact the school. 
 

This Sunday 

This Sunday, the Feast of the Epiphany, there will be a second collection for the work of the Justice 

and Peace Commission. 
 

Food Bank 

Many thanks for your kind donations. Along with bags of food stuff, £190 was donated. Thank You. 
 

Important dates for 2018 

Ash Wednesday Wednesday 6th March 

Palm Sunday   Sunday 14th April 

Good Friday  Friday 19th April 

Easter Sunday  Sunday 21st April  

Ascension Day  Thursday 30th May  (Holyday of Obligation) 

The Assumption Thursday 15th August  (Holyday of Obligation) 

All Saints  Friday 1st November  (Holyday of Obligation) 

@ 
St. Mary’s 

What’s on Items for inclusion in St. Mary’s Gazette should be 

handed into the Presbytery in writing by Thursday. 


