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The Church is Born 
 

All living things have a birthday. The Church is a living organism and Pentecost 
is her birthday. Pentecost was a Jewish Feast Day. As a living thing, the Catholic 
Church has a Spirit too, one which indwells in her more fully than in any other 
Church. The Holy Spirit stamps Catholicism with a trademark of authenticity. It 
guarantees the Church’s fidelity to the God who gave her life. 
 

The dramatic events of the first Christian Pentecost have linked, not illogically, 
the Holy Spirit with spontaneity, impetuosity, miracle working, supernatural 
gifts, and high octane Evangelisation. But not every day is a rollicking God 
party. Everyday life is not a crashing wave. It’s more like a constant tide, rising 
and receding at regular intervals. The Church is often as mundane as everyday life because she is part and 
parcel of everyday life, as a real religion should be. And so the Church’s Holy Spirit is vitally present in the tide 
of everydayness. 
 

The Holy Spirit is a spirit of unity, drawing all people toward the flame of truth. The Holy Spirit is not a third 
column creating churches-of-one who speak for themselves alone. Christ desires that His followers be one, “as 
we are one” (Jn 17:11). The Church’s unity is forged out of human diversity through a visible structure which 
channels the Holy Spirit through the Sacraments and their sanctifying graces.  
 

At Pentecost the Holy Spirit did not descend as a communal bonfire. The one Spirit of God parted and came 
to rest on each of the Apostles individually. The lesson? We each receive our share of God. God is the answer 
to the question that is every human soul. And God comes to us through a Church, not willy nilly in sweat and 
song. A tongue of fire is lit in every soul at baptism. We each house an eternal flame burning deep within. That 
flame will never be extinguished, even at death. Our personal flame of the Spirit, lit in our soul by the Church 
at baptism, will never die, because the Lord and Giver of Life is eternal. He waits patiently to gather together 
again every spark and flame that ever parted from Him into the one great conflagration of love that is the 
never-ending Pentecost of heaven. 

 
 
 

Come Holy Ghost, Creator blest, fill the soul of  every guest with that fire of  love 
searing Father to Son. Hovering over the Apostles in flames of  grace, You made a 
new high summit, the upper room, the source of  unity for the human race. Holy 

Spirit come. 



Lanimers - What’s it all about? 
 

The ‘Ancient and Yearly’ Lanimer Celebrations in the Royal and Ancient Burgh. On a visit 
to the Church on 300 Club business, Father John-Paul casually remarked-I hear you were a 
Lord Cornet once Kevin-could you write something for the Newsletter describing Lanimers -
about 500 words would do. How could I possibly sum up in only 500 words the scale, the 
colour, splendour, excitement and even the drama of such a cherished occasion?  
 

History and tradition are central to the celebrations How did it all begin? Well, I suppose I 
should take you back to the 12th Century when King David , for stock keeping reasons, or-
dered the yearly examination of the March stones which bounded his Royal Burgh. What 
was a Royal Duty for the Lord Cornet (or Standard Bearer) then became a joyous occasion for the citizens of 
the town involving horse racing, music, and merriment. It was sometime in the 19th Century that it developed 
into a modern Procession with Tableaux and Pageants involving children displaying colourful and exotic cos-
tumes. It was not until 1893 that the first Lanimer Queen was crowned. That was probably the catalyst for 
what is now accepted as one of the most spectacular and colourful community events in our country.  
 

Lanimer Week begins on Sunday when at 11-45am the Lord Cornets process from the Memorial Hall for the 
Kirking of the Lord Cornet Elect in the Parish Church of St Nicholas at 12 Noon. A joyous occasion attended 
by Ex Lord Cornets and residents of the town.  
 

Monday sees the Perambulation of the Marches and the Shifting of the Burgh Standard. The perambulation 
starts from the Lindsey Institute in Hope Street at 6pm. Providing the weather is clement there is also a display 
of dancing by the children at Lanark Cross at 6-30pm. The Shifting of the Standard at 8-15pm is the most im-
portant event of the week for the Lord Cornet Elect. The outgoing Cornet gives a report on his year of office 
and the Burgh Standard is transferred to the Cornet Elect who gives a speech of acceptance. The Lord Cor-
net’s Reception takes place at 9pm in the St Nicholas Parish Hall-all are welcome to attend.  
 

Tuesday sees the Lanimer ride out leaving the Cross at 4-30pm. After the ‘Safe out Safe in ceremony’ the riders 
head for the Lanark Racecourse for the Horse Racing Events at 6-40pm. After the races, there is a visit to New 
Lanark and from there the riding party end their day at Delves Park.  
 

Thursday is Lanimer’s Day. It is difficult to fully describe the excitement and thrill of the occasion. At last and 
after much preparation, the big day has arrived. The Lord Cornet and fellow riders arrive at the Memorial Hall 
at 8-30am to meet with the Councillors and Guests. From there the riders assemble at the Bloomgate and at 9-
30am proceed up the High Street to the Memorial Hall for the ‘’Safe Out Safe In’ toast given by the Provost of 
South Lanarkshire Council. The party then mount up and assemble on Highburgh Avenue.  
 

At 10 am the Lord Cornet leads the procession down St Leonards Street. It is the commencement and the 
coming together of the aspirations and dedication of so many in our community. The expectation and joy from 
the Crowds lining the Street is palpable The sheer beauty and magnificent of the lorries in the procession rep-
resent many hours of work, Invention and sheer hard labour. The experience of seeing the pride and joy of the 
excited children taking part is something not to be missed. The procession makes it’s way down through the 
town-the High Street-the Wellgate - Hyndford Road-Bannatyne Street then back down the High Street to the 
Cross.  
 

At the Cross the children disembark from their lorries and assemble on the stage. A wonderful and colourful 
sight of excited and happy young people awaiting the arrival of their Queen and her Court. The Crown Bearer 
carries the Lanimer Crown to the Dias and the Lanimer Crowning Lady places the crown on the Queens head 
to tumultuous applause. Presentation of the Sceptre and Sword takes place followed by the Royal Proclamation 
from the first Lord. All are performed with great ceremony and dignity.  
 

There is a family Afternoon at Castlebank park from 12 noon and from 4-45pm an evening spectacular at the 
Cross is an event not to be missed. After the Lord Cornet’s Declaration at the Cross confirms that the March 
Stones are in place, the Bands, which play such an important part in the procession give a thrilling presentation 
of music and marching precision. A wonderful way to end the day This year's Brochure is among the best I 
have seen. I can strongly recommend it At only £4 it gives this year's Lanimer Programme in great detail.  
 

Have a happy and enjoyable Lanimers.  

Ex Lord Cornet Kevan Carty  



Please Pray For The Following: 
 

Recently Dead:  Sister Barbara Smith DC  St Catherine’s 
   Jim Welsh    Rosemount Crescent, Carstairs 
   Cesarina Coia   Kilncadzow  
Patrick McCluskey. 
 

Months Minds & Anniversaries: Father Joseph Brannigan; The Monteith Family; Thomas Bowie; Jim 
McShane; James McCrossan; Bill McPhail; Alasdair MacDonald.  
 

Funeral Arrangements: Sister Barbara Smith DC Requiem Mass: Tuesday 7th June 12noon 
 

     Jim Welsh    Reception & Requiem: Friday 10th June 9.30am 

✠ ✠ 

St Mary’s Cemetery Lairs 
 

With the rise in funeral costs, some parishioners have made enquiry about buying a lair at St Mary’s Cemetery. 
As you may know, funeral costs continue to increase, and burial ground is becoming more expensive. At St 
Mary’s we are advised by SL Council on the pricing of lairs, and at present a new lair is £1,233.69. Last year a 
letter was sent to all the undertakers in the Town to allow St Mary’s Cemetery to be used by all people in the 
Town as a place of burial. The cemetery has many lairs left before we move to look at extending the cemetery. 
If you would like to purchase a lair in St Mary’s, at the current price, you can contact Fr John-Paul or email  

Kathleen at stmarycemetery@rcdom.org.uk  

Parish Finances 
St Mary’s  
Offertory Collection:  £       1,084.00 
Standing Orders:   £          145.00 
 

St Isidore’s 
Offertory Collection:  £           75.00 
Standing Orders:   £           60.00 

Thank you for your continued generosity to our parish.  
 

 

St Marys Mission RCDM 80-17-02 00265809 
  

Parish of St Isidore’s            83-16-11     00235026 

St Mary’s Sound System 
 

The installation of the new sound system has now 
been completed, and I am sure you will agree, there 
is a vast difference in sound quality and clarity. We 
are very grateful to The Music Centre in Hamilton 
for their advice and professional service.  
 

As with all new systems, we expect some ‘teething’ 
problems. The sound has been set to the perfect 
settings, graphically, however, the acoustics of the 
church change with the number of people in 
attendance. If you think the system can benefit from 
being louder or quieter, please speak to Fr John-Paul.  

St Mary’s 300 Club Payments 
 

A special thank you to all those who support the 300 
Club so faithfully! Just a reminder that monies can be 
placed in the offertory basket, along with your 
offertory collection, clearly marked with your name 
and 300 Club. Monies can also be handed into the 
sacristy or chapel house or paid standing order  

St Marys 300 Club   83-24-12     00659433 

Caritas Award 
 

Congratulations to Niamh who will receive the 
Caritas Award this week at a special service in 
Motherwell Cathedral by Bishop Toal. Over the past 
12 months Niamh has worked really hard in St 
Mary’s and helped in a variety of ways, and we are 
very grateful for all her hard work, and we will 
continue to keep her busy... Congratulations Niamh!! 

Sleeping St Joseph 
 

While asleep, St Joseph received messages from God, who warned him about the danger posed by King Herod 
and entrusted him with loving and protecting Mary and the Baby Jesus. It is because of this Pope Francis 
started the Sleeping St Joseph Devotion, were he places all his worries and prayer petitions under the statue of 
Sleeping St Joseph and asks him to present them to God. We now have our own Sleeping St Joseph in the 
parish, and Mass will be celebrated for all petitions placed under St Joseph on the 1st Sunday of each month. 



Weekly Parish Schedule 
 

Sunday 5th June St Mary’s opened from 9.45am until 6pm 
10.30am Holy Mass for Pentecost Sunday (St Mary’s) 
11.15am Coffee Moring (St Mary’s Clubrooms) 
12noon Holy Mass for Pentecost Sunday (St Isidore’s) 
12.45pm Tea & Cakes (St Isidore’s) 
5.00pm Holy Mass for Pentecost Sunday (St Mary’s) 
 

Monday 6th June 
9.30am Holy Mass (St Mary’s) 
12noon Angelus & Holy Mass (St Isidore's) 
 

Tuesday 7th June 
10.30am Holy Mass (St Isidore’s) 
11.30am Confessions until 11.55am (St Mary’s) 
12noon Requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of Sister Barbara Smith DC (St Mary’s) 
 

Wednesday 8th June 
9.30am Holy Mass (St Mary’s) 
10.00am Church Cleaning (St Mary’s)  
 

Thursday 9th June 
9.30am Holy Mass (St Mary’s) 
10.00am Holy Mass St Catherine’s (Sisters Only) 
7.30pm Choir Rehearsal (St Mary’s Clubrooms) 
 

Friday 10th June 
9.30am Reception & Requiem Mass for the repose of the soul of Jim Welsh (St Mary’s) 
 

Saturday 11th June St Mary’s opened from 9.45am until 6pm 
9.00am Confessions until 9.25am (St Mary’s) 
9.30am Holy Mass (St Mary’s) 
4.30pm Confessions until 4.50pm (St Mary’s) 
5.00pm Holy Mass for Trinity Sunday (St Mary’s) 
 

Sunday 12th June St Mary’s opened from 9.45am until 6pm 
10.30am Holy Mass for Trinity Sunday (St Mary’s) 
12noon Holy Mass for Trinity Sunday (St Isidore’s) 
5.00pm Holy Mass for Trinity Sunday (St Mary’s) 

 
 

Daily Mass from St Mary’s is Livestreamed on the parish Facebook Page  
and broadcast on the parish YouTube Channel.  

 

St Mary’s Ministry Rota 
 

Readers:            Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion: 

4th/5th June  
5.00pm   G. Abernethy  
10.30am R. Colpitts 
5.00pm S. Casserly 
 
 
11th/12th June 
5.00pm   E. Haetzman 
10.30am P. Roberts 
5.00pm M. Davis 
 
 

18th/19th June  
5.00pm   L. Moynagh  
10.30am E. McCabe 
5.00pm S. Casserly 
 
 
25th/26th June 
5.00pm   R. McConnell 
10.30am S. Watson 
5.00pm M. Davis 
 
 

4th/5th June  
5.00pm    A. Dempsey 
        C. Scott 
10.30am   P. Cunningham 
        A. Cruickshank 
 
11th/12th June 
5.00pm    P. Freel 
        J. McEwan 
10.30am   J. McAlavey 
        M. Keenan 
 

18th/19th June 
5.00pm    M. Keenan 
        P. Stewart 
10.30am   J. Wilson  
        C. Duddy 
 
25th/26th June 
5.00pm    T. Mullen 
        C, McClafferty 
10.30am   G. Duddy 
        T. Mullen 


